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Your Pet has 

Parasites 
What should you do? 

Greenville: 616-754-4992 
Lakeview:  989-352-6684 

We will provide the excellent care 

you want for your best friend 

 
 

Tapeworms 
 

Tapeworms are common parasites which 

are commonly picked up by ingesting 

fleas, rabbits, or rodents.  Fleas are the 

most common source.  Adults live in the 

intestine and release egg packets 

(tapeworm segments) that pass in your 

pet’s stool.  The egg packets can stick to 

your pet’s haircoat and look like rice.  

Signs of Tapeworm Infection 

Tapeworms irritate your pet’s intestine 

and reduce food absorption.  The seg-

ments must be ingested by an intermedi-

ate host before they become infective to 

pets.  Humans are only at risk if they 

were to accidentally ingest an infected 

flea. 

 

Coccidia 

Coccidia are microscopic organisms.  
They are more common in kennel opera-
tions, shelters, and pet stores.  Adult 
coccidia will pass oocysts (eggs) in the 
stool, contaminating the environment in 
which the pet lives.  They can be difficult 
to diagnose because they are not always 
producing oocysts. 

Signs of Coccidia Infection 

As they reproduce, coccidia damages the 
intestinal wall.  Occasionally they will 
also affect the liver and brain.  Signs in-
clude bloody diarrhea, abdominal pain, 
depression, dehydration, and weight loss.  
Some pets show no outward sign of in-
fection.  

 

Dear Client, Because of the possibility of 

roundworms or hookworm transmission 

from pets to people, we highly recommend 

the following strategies.  For more details 

on  zoonotic diseases we encourage you to 

visit www.petsandparasites.org . 

Strategies for Dog Owners 

Heartworm test your dog every year and place them on 

year round Interceptor or Sentinel.  Both products 

worm against roundworms and hookworms every 

month to control infection of your dog and prevent 

contamination of their environment.  This not only pro-

tects your dog from the devestating effects of heart-

worm disease and intestinal parasites, but also protects 

your children, your grandchildren, and your neighbor-

hood children.  Protects those young ones who do not 

always wash their hands before they put their fingers in 

their mouths. 

Strategies for Cat Owners 

Use Revolution on your cat every month to control 

roundworm and hookworm infection.  Even inside only 

cats can have repeated roundworm infection.  Revolu-

tion also controls fleas which helps prevent tapeworm 

infections.  Revolution also prevents heartworm disease 

in cats and kills ear mites.  Revolution will not only keep 

your cat healthier but also protects your children, your 

grandchildren, and your neighborhood children.  Pro-

tects those young ones who do not always wash their 

hands before they put their fingers in their mouths. 

Strategies For All Pets 
Take your pets to the veterinarian at an early age (6 wks) 

Do a twice annual stool test for parasites. 

Never feed your pet on the ground. 

Always clean up after your pet, especially in public areas 

where adults and children are at higher risk. 

Wash your hands after working in dirt or sand. 

Instruct children to always wash their hands after play-

ing outside and after playing or handling their pets. 

 



The Importance of Parasite Prevention 

All pets need Love and Companionship.  

To complement these two essential ingre-

dients we also need to provide proper 

parasite treatment and prevention to en-

hance their quality of life. 

Your pets are precious friends.  They 

are exposed to various internal and exter-

nal parasites throughout their lives.  

These are the steps you can take to de-

crease your pet’s risk and make their lives 

better. 
 

External Parasites 

Fleas: Both inside and outside pets 
are susceptible to flea problems.  Inside 
pets are infested by the fleas hitching a 
ride on a person or another pet that has 
been outside.  Female fleas can lay 50 
eggs per day and 50 female fleas can lay 
15,000 eggs per month.  House infesta-
tions happen because of the number of 
eggs that can be laid in such a short time. 
 

Fleas are the most common way that 
tapeworms are spread to dogs and cats. 
 

Ticks: Ticks are becoming more of a 
problem in our area.  Ticks can spread 
diseases when they bite.  We currently 
test for Lyme Disease, Ehrlichiosis, and 
Anaplasmosis every year when we heart-
worm test your dog.  There is a vaccine 
available for Lyme Disease. 

Internal Parasites 

Roundworms 

 Nearly all puppies and kittens have roundworms.  In 

many areas of the country, up to 70% of adult dogs 

and cats are also infected.  Infection usually begins 

when your pet accidentally swallows roundworm 

eggs in soil.  Female pets can also pass roundworm 

larvae to their unborn or to nursing young. 
 

Signs of Roundworm Infection 

Left untreated, roundworms can cause a potbelly and 

diarrhea.  Vomiting, a rough haircoat, and poor 

growth are other signs.  Heavy infections can dam-

age the liver, lungs, and brain.  Death is possible.  

Canine roundworms can infect humans who touch 

their mouths with hands contaminated by eggs from 

the soil or off your pet’s haircoat.  Roundworm in-

fections in children can lead to vision impairment or 

blindness. 

 

Whipworms 
  

Whipworms are also small parasites that under the 

microscope resemble a whip.  These infections occur 

when your dog swallows the eggs.  The eggs are very 

resilient and can last in the soil fro 5-7 years. 

 

Signs of Whipworm Infection 

Light infections of whipworms may be undetected 

while eggs still pass to contaminate the soil.  Large 

numbers irritate the lining of the intestine, causing 

weight loss and pain.  Severe constipation or watery 

blood diarrhea can occur due to changes in water 

balance.  Whipworms can also cause dehydration 

and anemia which can lead to death.  Because the 

eggs last so long in the soil, re-infection is common. 

 

Hookworms 

Hookworms are tiny, threadlike para-

sites that affect young and adult pets.  

They are a particular problem in areas  

with warm, moist, sandy soil.  Your pet 

may swallow hookworm eggs found in 

the soil or the young hookworms can 

penetrate the skin, usually through the 

foot.  Female pets can also pass these 

on to their young. 

 

Signs of Hookworm Infection 

Hookworms feed on blood and tissue 

by piercing your pet’s intestinal lining, 

potentially causing severe blood loss.  

Pets with heavy infections often have 

bloody diarrhea and weight loss.  Other 

signs include anemia, weakness, and 

dehydration.  Some pets show no out-

ward signs of infection but still produce 

eggs to contaminate the soil.  Hook-

worm larvae can penetrate human skin 

and cause rashes, raised tracts and skin 

sores. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


